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RefWorks Links to WorldCat Records 

RefShare, the global collaboration feature of RefWorks, uses OCLC’s OpenURL 
Gateway to give users access to full-text resources 

  
Bethesda, MD, USA (January, 2009) – RefWorks-COS is pleased to announce a collaborative 
partnership with OCLC, making references from WorldCat, the world’s largest online resource 
for finding information in libraries, available to users of RefWorks, the world’s leading web-
based bibliographic management system. 
 
RefWorks’ feature, RefShare, now offers users the option to include OCLC’s  OpenURL Gateway, 
allowing users direct access from a shared RefWorks folder or database to full-text articles and 
other online resources available from their library, if their library participates in the WorldCat 
Registry.  The WorldCat Registry is a comprehensive directory for libraries and consortia 
including details for over 1,000 institutional resolvers, including more than 80 percent of 
Association of Research Libraries institutions.  Registration is free to all libraries. 
 
This new feature is available for anyone using RefShare to share a folder or database with a 
collaborator, regardless of whether their organization uses another OpenURL resolver within 
RefWorks. RefShare users now have the option to include an OpenURL provider, to include the 
WorldCat OpenURL option, or to use their organizations’ OpenURL, if applicable. 
 
 “Facilitating research, information discovery and collaboration is central to our mission,” says 
Colleen Stempien, Executive Director of Operations for RefWorks-COS. “Providing our users and 
their colleagues with easier access to WorldCat resources continues to expand upon the 
fundamental mission of our service.” 
 
 “OCLC’s goal is to provide access to library information where and when people need it,” says 
Chip Nilges, OCLC Vice President, Business Development. “Including OCLC’s OpenURL Gateway 
in RefWorks makes it possible for library patrons to link directly to full-text information 
available through their library from anywhere they can access the Internet.” 
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About RefWorks-COS 

RefWorks-COS provides tools and services for every phase of research, from discovering the 
very latest developments, finding grants, identifying collaborators and thought leaders, 
managing research information, sharing resources, writing papers, or locating opportunities to 
present or publish findings.  

Committed to support research in virtually any kind of research organization – from academia 
to corporations, government agencies and medical facilities, RefWorks-COS provides 
indispensable tools for researchers at every step of the research process. Learn more at 
www.refworks-cos.com.  

RefWorks-COS is a business unit of ProQuest, LLC. 

About OCLC 
Founded in 1967 and headquartered in Dublin, Ohio, OCLC is a nonprofit library service and 
research organization that has provided computer-based cataloging, reference, resource 
sharing, eContent, preservation, library management and Web services to 69,000 libraries in 
112 countries and territories.  OCLC and its member libraries worldwide have created and 
maintain WorldCat, the world’s richest online resource for finding library materials. Search 
WorldCat on the Web at www.worldcat.org. For more information about OCLC, visit 
www.oclc.org 
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