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COS Funding Opportunities Enhancements  
Make Funding Search More Convenient 

 

Improvements suggested by customers help in highly competitive funding environment 
    
Bethesda, MD, USA (October 13, 2009) – Today, RefWorks-COS announced that it made several 
enhancements to COS Funding Opportunities designed to make the search for funding more 
efficient and convenient.  
 
Most of the enhancements were suggested by COS Funding Opportunities customers, initiated by 
discussions during annual workshops held in Spring 2009. The recent economic climate has made 
the research funding arena more competitive, and an increased emphasis on global collaborative 
research has made the hunt for funding much more time-consuming over the last 24 months. 
  
The more than 20 modifications affect several aspects of the search, review and management of 
using COS Funding Opportunities:  clarified and improved Advanced Search features; enhanced 
sorting and viewing of results; and unlimited search saving and sharing. Together, these 
enhancements significantly increase efficiency and ease in the search for funding.  
 
“I think it’s wonderful that RefWorks-COS is making these enhancements that their customers have 
suggested. These changes make a product that was already very good even better,” commented 
Sarah Starr, Director, Funding & Research Development at The Ohio State University Research 
Foundation. “Faculty, staff and students here at OSU think COS Funding Opportunities is an 
‘awesome’ tool that does so much more than any other funding system out there, and it saves 
them so much time in finding funding.” 
 
“Increased competition in the research funding market and growing emphasis on global research 
and collaboration, combined with fewer human resources at research organizations means that 
COS Funding Opportunities needs to be even more efficient and effective for our customers,” said 
Colleen Stempien, RefWorks-COS’ Executive Director of Operations. “When it was time to make 
improvements, we went to our customers, because they know best what they need.”   
 
The changes were made to the version of COS Funding Opportunities that is available on its native 
platform, www.cos.com. This version is used primarily by research administrators, research 
managers and faculty and staff of research organizations, such as university research departments.
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Launched in 1997, COS Funding Opportunities today has more than 26,000 records of available 
grants from more than 11,500 sponsors for researchers the world over. With nearly 500 subscribing 
organizations in 89 countries, including 80% of the world’s leading research institutions, it has 
become the world’s premier funding information resource. 

About RefWorks-COS 

RefWorks-COS provides tools and services for every phase of research, from discovering the very 
latest developments, finding grants, and identifying collaborators and thought leaders, to managing 
research information, sharing resources, and writing papers, to locating opportunities to present or 
publish findings.  

Committed to support research in virtually any kind of research organization--from academia to 
corporations, from government agencies to medical facilities, RefWorks-COS provides 
indispensable tools for researchers at every step of the research process. Learn more about 
RefWorks-COS services at www.refworks-cos.com.  

RefWorks-COS is a business unit of ProQuest, LLC. 

About ProQuest 

ProQuest creates specialized information resources and technologies that propel successful 
research and lifelong learning. A global leader in serving libraries of all types, ProQuest offers the 
culmination of experience from many respected brands, including CSA™, UMI®, Chadwyck-Healey™, 
SIRS®, and eLibrary®. With Serials Solutions®, Ulrich's™, RefWorks®, COS™, and Dialog® brands now 
in the ProQuest family, the company continues to build on its legacy of responsive people in 
partnership with librarians. 

ProQuest consistently seeks new ways to support researchers and quality research. More than a 
content provider or aggregator, ProQuest is an information partner, creating indispensable 
research solutions that connect people and information. Through innovative, user-centered 
technology, ProQuest offers a depth and breadth of global content that includes historical 
newspapers, dissertations, and uniquely relevant resources for researchers of any age and 
sophistication--including content not likely to be digitized by others. Inspired by its customers and 
end users, ProQuest is working toward a future that blends information accessibility with 
community to further enhance learning and encourage lifelong enrichment. For more information, 
visit www.proquest.com or the ProQuest parent company website, 
www.cambridgeinformationgroup.com. 
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